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News and Information  

 
Upcoming Fishing Tournaments and Events 
 
COVID-19 Update – 7/16/2020 
Governor Polis has issued Executive Order D 2020-138, requiring the use of non-medical facial coverings/masks in public 
indoor spaces statewide for all individuals aged 11 or older, effective as of midnight, July 17. Executive Order D 2020-138 is 
in effect for 30 days, and is subject to future extensions. The order applies to all Colorado Parks and Wildlife offices, visitor 
centers, classes and organized events occurring indoors. To protect workers, customers, and the community, no business 
serving the public in a Public Indoor Space may provide service to a customer or allow a customer to enter or move within 
that Public Indoor Space, unless the customer is wearing a face covering. Any individual who knowingly enters or remains in 
a Public Indoor Space in violation of the terms of this Executive Order may be subject to civil or criminal penalties, per the 
order.  

Colorado Parks and Wildlife group picnic areas for groups of 25 or fewer; campgrounds including cabins, yurts and group 
camping for groups of 25 or fewer; camper services buildings; and designated swim areas are now open. Please follow all 
directions and precautions required by Governor Polis's Safer at Home and in the Vast, Great Outdoors Order. The check-in 
time for all yurt and cabin reservations is now 4 p.m. Playgrounds at Colorado's state parks remain closed until further 
notice. There are exceptions in counties with remaining health orders or areas remaining closed by county request. For 
commonly asked questions, including details on available SWA camping, please review our Camping FAQ. Most Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife visitor centers, service centers and CPW offices are open with limited access to the public. Front desk 
areas and staffed drive-up windows will open to customers with social distancing and safety at the forefront. Individual 
location hours may vary, so please call for hours before visiting your nearest office or park. Restrictions and closures remain 
subject to change. 

Video highlights the exciting arctic grayling spawn at Joe Wright Reservoir 
Arctic grayling were first stocked in Colorado in the late 1890s, but it wasn't until the mid-1960s that CPW had success with 
a self-sustaining population. This year’s arctic grayling spawning operation was conducted June 23 on Joe Wright Creek. 
Aquatic biologists from CPW’s Northeast Region have been coming to this spot every year since 1994 to collect and fertilize 
grayling eggs to deliver to the Glenwood Springs State Fish Hatchery. The annual egg request has ranged from 100,000 to 
275,000 grayling eggs over the last decade, with 100,000 eggs needed for 2020. 

 
Free Fly Fishing Classes at Yampa River and Elkhead State Parks 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife is offering two, free courses teaching the basics of fly fishing at state parks in Northwest 
Colorado this month. The course will teach participants the basics of equipment, knots, and casting technique through dry-
land casting practice. CPW is providing all the equipment so the only requirements are a state parks pass and a desire to 
learn.  
 

Cherry Creek State Park algal blooms 
Cherry Creek State Park is experiencing natural algal blooms that may be harmful to dogs and humans as a result of a 
number of things including warmer temperatures, stagnant waters, and nutrient loading from fertilized lawns. 
 

Big Prizes beckon smallmouth bass anglers to Ridgway State Park tournament 
If you need an extra excuse to go fishing, head over to Ridgway State Park July 11 – Aug. 9 to participate in the Sixth Annual 
Smallmouth Bass Fishing Tournament sponsored by Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ps5Cs5d8GWRc1LQN5iAd200_FUz2i2FL/view
https://gdoc.pub/doc/e/2PACX-1vSVWKtlabZH9SAd5zdQeWaIpr-GCvUyEOinPezv_L_qamZJad0GmxMXxq9yTn2VWQOeOvEXO7GB6g1l#c.pub/doc/1iSMr4sCg-DwX5vAFffUDoYd-d4UT1hG9To06iNBALek%23?ts=5ebaa9a7
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7506
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7511
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7515
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7500
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7500
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 Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife! 
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 

 Check out our CPW community on Facebook. Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get 
tips, share stories and more. If you love the outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head 
for facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
 

 

 Fish with us on Twitter 
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife. 
 

 
Stocking Report 
 

Body of Water Region Report Date 

Dumont Lake Northwest 6/29/2020 

Chambers Lake Northeast 6/29/2020 

Lost Lake Northeast 6/30/2020 

Trap Lake Northeast 7/1/2020 

Rampart Reservoir Southeast 6/29/2020 

Rosemont Reservoir Southeast 6/29/2020 

Scott Pond Northeast 6/29/2020 

Barker Reservoir Northeast 6/30/2020 

Red Rock Lake Northeast 6/30/2020 

San Isabel Boy Scout Lake Southeast 6/30/2020 

San Isabel Lake Southeast 6/30/2020 

North Lake Southeast 6/30/2020 

Catamount Reservoir North Southeast 7/1/2020 

Huerfano River #2 Southeast 7/1/2020 

Blue Lake Lower Southeast 7/1/2020 

Green Mountain Falls Lake Southeast 7/1/2020 

Hotel Twin Lake Southwest 6/29/2020 

Island Lake Southwest 6/29/2020 

Lost Lake Slough Southwest 6/30/2020 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/instagram
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=786
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=534
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=533
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=461
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=219
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=640
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=306
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=199
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=265
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=201
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=442
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=644
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=818
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=133
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=710
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=316
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=776
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Spring Creek Reservoir Southwest 6/30/2020 

Slate River #2 Southwest 7/1/2020 

East River #2 Southwest 7/1/2020 

Irwin Lake Southwest 7/1/2020 

San Juan River #2 Southwest 6/29/2020 

San Juan River, East Fork Southwest 6/29/2020 

Dolores River #3B Southwest 6/30/2020 

Molas Lake Big Southwest 7/2/2020 

Pothole Lake #2 Upper Southwest 7/2/2020 

Pothole Lake #1 Lower Southwest 7/2/2020 

Taylor Reservoir Southwest 7/2/2020 

Irwin Lake Southwest 7/2/2020 

Chatfield Reservoir Northeast 6/30/2020 

Arkansas River #3B Southeast 7/1/2020 

Tenmile CR. #1 Northwest 6/30/2020 

Sylvan Lake Northwest 7/1/2020 

Evergreen Reservoir Northeast 6/30/2020 

Copper Mountain Ponds Northwest 6/30/2020 

Chapman Dam Northwest 7/2/2020 

Breckenridge Reservoir Northwest 6/30/2020 

Elk Creek East Northwest 7/2/2020 

Bighorn Pond Northwest 7/1/2020 

Lede Reservoir Northwest 7/1/2020 

Camp Hale Pond Northwest 7/1/2020 

Trent Pond Northwest 6/30/2020 

Meadows Reservoir Big Northwest 6/29/2020 

Water Dog Reservoir Northwest 6/29/2020 

Old Pond Northwest 7/2/2020 

Wilmor Pond Northwest 7/1/2020 

Aurora Reservoir Northeast 7/6/2020 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=149
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=654
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1444
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1445
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=615
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=474
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=772
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=773
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=104
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=654
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=364
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1333
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=412
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=548
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=799
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=769
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=768
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1628
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=767
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=766
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=698
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=120
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=831
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=765
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
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Ridgway Reservoir Southwest 7/8/2020 

Dowdy Lake Northeast 7/6/2020 

West Lake Northeast 7/6/2020 

Big Creek Lake Lower Northeast 7/7/2020 

Trap Lake Northeast 7/7/2020 

Ranger Lake Upper Northeast 7/8/2020 

Lost Lake Northeast 7/8/2020 

Hohnholz Lake #2, Little Northeast 7/9/2020 

Bellaire Lake Northeast 7/10/2020 

Axial Basin Lake Northwest 7/6/2020 

Rifle Gap Reservoir Northwest 7/6/2020 

Ruedi Reservoir Northwest 7/7/2020 

Deep Lake Northwest 7/7/2020 

Sweetwater Lake Northwest 7/7/2020 

Estes Lake Northeast 7/7/2020 

Fraser Lions Club pond Northwest 7/9/2020 

Breeze Pond Northwest 7/9/2020 

Monarch Lake Northwest 7/10/2020 

Rifle Gap Reservoir Northwest 7/10/2020 

Dolores River, West Fork Southwest 7/9/2020 

Dolores River, #4 Southwest 7/9/2020 

Dolores River #5 Southwest 7/9/2020 

Vallecito Reservoir Southwest 7/10/2020 

Taylor Reservoir Southwest 7/9/2020 

Cottonwood Lake #1 Northwest 7/7/2020 

Cottonwood Lake #4 Northwest 7/7/2020 

Cochetopa Creek #1 Southwest 7/9/2020 

Hot Springs Reservoir Southwest 7/9/2020 

Lake San Cristobal Southwest 7/9/2020 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=229
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=463
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=397
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=461
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=456
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=533
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=409
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=537
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=790
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=423
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=486
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=975
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=532
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=795
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=845
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=363
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=798
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=423
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1523
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=421
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=104
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=486
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=121
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=774
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=106
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Missed your region’s Angler Roundtable? No worries! Click on the links 
below to watch the recorded Angler Roundtables. 

 
Northwest Region June 10, 2020 

 
Southwest Region June 15, 2020 

 
Southeast Region June 25, 2020 

 
Northeast Region July 15, 2020  

 

 
 
 

Catch of the Week 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Monty enjoying the beautiful Colorado scenery while landing walleye at Stagecoach State Park!   
 

 
Would you like to be featured in the next CPW Fishing Report’s Catch of the Week? Share your photo! 

Email dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us and put “Catch of the Week” in the subject line 

 

https://cpw-state-co.zoom.us/rec/play/upZ4ceitqmk3TNzAtASDAPB6W9S6e_ms1iUd_KIPnk6xUHMLZ1WmNOcQarGXOOuheF8YojeJ0wJ6Jvew?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=iw2WXY1xS02Zpt37Gk_mdg.1593539445503.3dbb61d476fd64e67ed9effddc7b11a2&_x_zm_rhtaid=445
https://cpw-state-co.zoom.us/rec/play/uJQkc-D5_z83GNDDuQSDCvJ5W9TreP2s23JI_vUOyEjkU3cLYAb0Z7EVZ-p0iai5j8Nk28c7M1OSzxXh?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=iw2WXY1xS02Zpt37Gk_mdg.1593539445503.3dbb61d476fd64e67ed9effddc7b11a2&_x_zm_rhtaid=445
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__cpw-2Dstate-2Dco.zoom.us_rec_share_2cx-2DE7Gp30pIbp3o6gLEYbwcJ9n9X6a8hiYY-2D-5FELy0iPtf8AE-2DPRiPxeln61k6Cc&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=OAqJlxNnaAym7zJV-badjs39pp2bhVUOC3qDRNXpskc&m=W4vOup1S-Z8gwAvtYjOWb-4sd7Yr9ohO4CwIDbtTB5M&s=ftoCf2BEiyFlroiLUv98YVFJ_3rKiKVq7tHA6Ktyxxk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__cpw-2Dstate-2Dco.zoom.us_rec_share_ysYuaJPh8WZITJHw4xDQRqgAP6fgT6a81HMe-2D-5FMLnks7Ki-5FVVqJ7dyYkUcZnbFWV&d=DwMFaQ&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=f4idXIxHddCyQxIOlhxiUibi9Hw1edFlhmer8ggB9so&m=FDs5GF9WJOwUzfUo751sV5vSQwf9K05jtd9yJKX0GQw&s=C0uk3XSUBVxR0dGyl7sbbiqMnHEe6Zql3ZuPH7V_6AM&e=
mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
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Conditions Report – Metro 
  

Aurora Reservoir  
As of 6/29/2020, trout fishing is fair to good using PowerBait from the dam. The trout are deeper in the water column so 
casting out 40-50 yards is recommended. There have been a few reports of largemouth bass being caught using soft plastics 
in the coves. Walleye fishing is fair to good using jigs tipped with crawlers/leeches and trolling with bottom bouncers and 
crawlers. For more information call 303-326-8425. Park Hours for June 5am-9:30pm. Restricted to electric motors only and 
portable gas tanks must be removed. 
Aurora Reservoir 
 

Chatfield Reservoir 

As of 7/11/2020, Chatfield Reservoir is fishing well. One angler noted having success pulling in smallmouth bass on plastics 
and walleye with nightcrawlers. They noticed that the bite slowed for smallmouth in the evening and picked up for walleye. 
Anglers will likely have more success targeting walleye near or after sunset on the reservoir. Chatfield is open to boating. 
Aquatic Nuisance Species Inspections will be conducted at North Ramp and South Ramp from 6am -10pm seven days a week. 
Vessel Decontamination will only be performed during day light hours. 
Chatfield Reservoir 
 

Cherry Creek Reservoir 

As of 7/8/2020, recent reports from Cherry Creek Reservoir suggested that there is a major algae bloom in progress. The 
bloom dramatically reduces water clarity and can impact fishing conditions. A couple anglers commented that the bite was 
slow but there are still active fish out there. As of 7/16/2020, the water level was measured at 12128 acres feet, which is 
near 87% full capacity. The reservoir is open for boating with two boat ramps and ANS inspections stations open daily from 
6am–10 pm. The West boat ramp will be closed on Wednesdays.  
Cherry Creek State Park 
 

Quincy Reservoir  
As of 6/29/2020, bass fishing has been fair to good using soft plastics and top water lures. Early mornings and evenings 
have seen the most fish activity. There are some reports of yellow perch caught on jigs. Restricted to artificial flies and 
lures only. Watercraft restrictions-only watercraft capable of being launched by hand permitted. Vehicles and trailers are 
not permitted in the water. Park Hours for June 5am-9:30pm.  For more information call 303-326-8424.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Quincy Reservoir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=85
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
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Conditions Report - Northeast Colorado 

 
Antero Reservoir 
As of 7/5/2020, a recent fishing report indicated that there was a lot of surface and subsurface fly activity happening at 
Antero Reservoir. An angler noted seeing callibaetis, damsels, and caddis on the lake. Fly anglers headed to the lake should 
consider stocking up on parachute adams, purple haze, and elk hair caddis patterns. Fish will be the most active throughout 
the morning and evening hours. The daily bag and possession limit for trout is two. 
Antero Reservoir 
 

Boyd Lake 
As of 7/8/2020, the staff at Boyd Lake report that there has been excellent fishing at the lake. Specifically, anglers have 
had success catching trout on either worms or spinners near the Pumphouse and along shorelines at a depth of around 8’. 
The bite has also been on among white bass as well. Anglers have been pulling in white bass using jigs and deep runners at a 
depth of 20-30’. There has also been good fishing for Carp, Crappie, and Walleye. Bowfishers have had success with carp 
along the shorelines. Kastmasters and rapallas have gotten anglers into crappie. Meanwhile, a slow death rig/bottom 
bouncer with chartreuse spinner and worm harness will attract walleye. The main and Heron Cove boat ramps are currently 
open. ANS inspections are available 6am to 10pm and decontaminations are available 8am to 8pm at the main boat ramp.  
Boyd Lake 

 
Eleven Mile Reservoir  
As of 7/10/2020, reports from 11 Mile Marina indicate that trout fishing have been very good at Eleven Mile Reservoir. The 
marina note that the “trolling action is great. Cuttbows running 13 to 20 inches on the menu. Not much of a problem catching 
your limit. Many baits working. Bite times vary with mid early sunrise and mid-morning best. Meanwhile, northern pike fishing 
has been slower. The 11 Marina suggests anglers targeting northern pike use spinner baits, husky jerks, big sticks, and 
kastmasters.  
https://www.11milesports.com/fishing-report 
Eleven Mile State Park 
 

North Sterling Reservoir 
As of 7/9/2020, North Sterling State Park staff report that “water temps have been in the mid 70's and warming overall. 
Fishing for walleye, crappie, and drum has been fair and success has varied. Shore fishermen are catching a few crappie. 
There have been few reports of success fishing for wiper from shore but not a lot of fishermen targeting them yet. The 
Reservoir is OPEN to BOATING. The Inlet is OFF and the Outlet is ON.” The Elks ramp is open daily 7am-9pm, the South ramp 
is open Fr.-Su., 7am-9pm; M., 8am-4pm. 
North Sterling Reservoir  
  

St. Vrain State Park 
As of 6/28/2020, the ponds at St. Vrain State Park have been fishing well. Reports from anglers indicate they are having 
success with warm water species such as walleye, bass, and perch. Increased water temperatures have impacted the 
activity of trout in the ponds. A recent measurement of water temperature was recorded in the mid 70’s in one pond. The 
water was indicated to be stained with visibility at about 3-feet.  
St. Vrain State Park 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=379
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/BoydLake
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/northsterling
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/stvrain
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Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado  

 

Arkansas River – Leadville to Buena Vista 

Information provided by Braden Baker with Ark Anglers. As of 7/13/2020, Braden writes that “we've got excellent conditions 
right now on the upper Arkansas.  The Hayden Meadows area is the most approachable section to wade fish, but if anglers 
are comfortable rock hopping through BV and the Numbers, good pocket water is starting to open up along the edges.  
Expect to see some gray drake, golden stonefly and caddis activity. Over the weekend we saw some hatching pale morning 
duns so smaller mayfly nymphs, emergers and dry flies would be good to have in your arsenal. Even if nothing is hatching, 
you'll likely find opportunistic, competitive fish taking refuge in velocity shelters looking for an easy meal. Think dry-
dropper or shallow nymphing with large attractor flies like chernobyl ants, stimulators, Pat's rubberlegs, etc. The fish in 
Hayden meadows are starting to disperse along the entire river. Many fish will still be found in the undercut banks and 
pockets on the edge but don’t forget to cast into riffles and pools out away from the bank too. Below the twin lakes 
confluence the majority of your fish are along the edges where they can find shelter from the current.” 
Flows: 212 CFS at Hayden Meadows, 584 CFS at Granite (7/16/2020)  
http://www.arkanglers.com/ 
Arkansas River 

 
Arkansas River – Buena Vista to Salida 
Information provided by Braden Baker with Ark Anglers. As of 7/13/2020, “conditions are great in the middle basin with 
flows hovering around 700 cfs. As flows have dropped, there's more quality edge water for wade anglers to use, and flows 
are still great for float fishing. Fish will still hold along the bank where structure is good, but are now able to utilize more 
of the river away from shore. Currently, you'll want to focus on fishing the soft pockets of slower water along the edges, 
drop-offs and mid-stream pocket water. We've had some great reports from anglers working the edges with large attractor 
dry/dropper setups, and flies that imitate grasshoppers and stoneflies are usually the ticket. Golden stones and yellow 
sallies are the key food items here, and a mix of caddis are active as well. We are seeing lots of active pale morning dun 
nymphs mid-day, so expect to see adults on the water for the next couple weeks. Flows are dropping quickly, and the next 
couple of weeks will offer some of the best fishing of the summer season.” 
Flows: 714 CFS at Helca Junction (7/16/2020)  
http://www.arkanglers.com/ 
Arkansas River 

 
Horseshoe Lake 
As of 6/24/2020, according to rangers at Lathrop State Park, “anglers using PowerBait or worms at Horseshoe Lake have 
reported pulling in the majority of the trout over the past week. Crappie and bass fishing on Horseshoe has been more 
productive than on Martin, with most anglers stating that artificial lures, jigs, and spinners result in the most takes. 
Warmer waters have led to increased activity from catfish and carp. Fishing for catfish has been reported as being the most 
active around dawn and dusk.” 
Horseshoe Lake 

 
John Martin Reservoir 
As of 7/1/2020, anglers reported that fishing has been mixed at John Martin Reservoir. They indicated that fishing is spotty 
but one can catch many fish if they are found. One angler noted that they had the most success focusing on rocky shoreline 
structures and sand transitions. The best fishing is in the morning and evenings. Water level was recently recorded at 49,780 
acres feet, which is 8% of full capacity. Low water levels may impact the status the boat ramps, call park staff to get the 
most up to date information: 719-829-1801. 
John Martin Reservoir 
 

Lake Pueblo  
As of 7/16/2020, reports from anglers indicate that Lake Pueblo is fishing very well. The water temperature has been 
recorded in the low 70’s while recent ambient temperatures have been. These high temperatures have made night fishing 
anglers best bet. Anglers have had success fishing from boat and shore. Nightcrawlers and leeches suspended below a slip 
bobber has gotten a lot of anglers into a variety of fish species, specifically wiper, walleye, smallmouth and largemouth 
bass. Reports also suggest that the shad hatch is on. Anglers should bring shad patterned lures to take advantage. Boat 
ramps are open with inspection hours 5am to 12am and decontamination hours 8am to 7pm. Park staff note that the park is 
experiencing high visitation and heavy boating usage. Expect long lines at the entrance to the park, to launch your boat and 
to find a parking space. Be prepared to walk a distance from your parking spot. Waiting times of one to two hours may occur 
during the peak times: 11 am to 4 pm on weekends. 
Pueblo Reservoir 
 

 

http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=439
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/JohnMartinReservoir
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/lakepueblo
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Lake Trinidad 
As of 7/6/2020, Trinidad Lake continues to report good fishing. The lake is at 701 surface acres with a surface elevation of 
6182.12. Surface water temps ranging between 68-70 degrees. Boaters have had luck trolling for trout and targeting walleye 
and smallmouth at depths of 10-20’. South shore fishermen have been catching trout with hooks tipped with dough bait and 
worms and 12-15” trout are common. Reilly Canyon: Low water levels have allowed a grass bloom in the shallows that has 
choked off a lot of shoreline. Boaters in the area are catching walleye and bluegill outside of the weeds. 
Lake Trinidad 
 

Martin Lake 
As of 6/24/2020, park staff at Lathrop State Park reported the following conditions for Martin Lake: “trout fishing has been 
more productive over the last week, with the majority of anglers pulling rainbows in on worms and PowerBait. Both 
largemouth and smallmouth bass have been active, as well as yellow perch. Trolling or fishing with swimbaits has led to 
more anglers pulling in pike and muskie. Wiper have been most active in the early morning hours prior to sunrise.” 
Martin Lake 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/trinidadlake
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=440
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Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 
 

Delaney Lakes 
As of 6/25/2020, staff at Lake John Resort noted that “the Delaney’s are fishing great. The water temperature is warming 
up slowly, it is currently at about 62 degrees. East Delaney is producing smaller 12 to 13-inch fish but is the most active, 
South Delaney is producing fish approximately 16-20”. North Delaney is producing the largest measurements but fish activity 
is slower than the other two. Rapalas, tub jigs, leeches, chironomids, damsels, scuds, and nymphs 10 to 20 feet under an 
indicator has been best during the day, stripping crayfish and leeches has been successful at night and twilight hours.” 
https://lakejohnresort.com/ 
North, South, and East Delaney Lakes 

 
Grand Lake  
As of 7/6/2020, Fishing With Bernie guide Sam Hochevar writes: “lake trout are being caught in 25’ to 50’ of water with 
small tubes and spoons tipped with sucker meat. The bite has slowed down this week. Rainbows and browns are suspended 
5’ to 20’ down and that bite has been inconsistent. The best bite seems to be on the overcast windy days and calm sunny 
days being the toughest.”  
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports 
Grand Lake 

 
Lake Granby 
As of 7/6/2020, Fishing With Bernie guides report that “the bug hatches in the evening are bringing lots of rainbows to the 
banks. Look in the backs of bays for fish rising to bugs. A small spoon or fly will make these fish easy targets. Lake trout 
continue their slide into deeper water, 60'-80' seems to be a great depth. Tubes, grubs or spoons tipped with sucker meat 
are all getting bit.” 
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports 
Lake Granby 
 

Lake John 
As of 6/25/2020, Lake John Resort reports that “the lake has quality fish coming out right now but the bite is still slow. The 
water temperature is warming up slowly, it is at about 57 degrees. Boat anglers are using rapalas, tub jigs, kastmasters, 
thomas bouyants and ruby eyed leech flies under an indicator. Shore fisherman have been using marshmallows, cheese, 
garlic, red, pink, and green PowerBait, night crawlers, and black leech flies.”  
https://lakejohnresort.com/ 
Lake John 
 

Steamboat Lake 
As of 7/6/2020, the bite has been good at Steamboat Lake. It was noted by one angler that water clarity is good and there 
has been noticeable insect activity on the water surface. Rainbow and cutbow trout have been seen rising and eating insects 
off the top of the water. These fish were described to be 15-19”. The Dutch Hill ANS inspection booth is open Monday 
through Thursday, 8am to 6pm; Friday through Sunday 6am to 9pm.  
Steamboat Lake 
 

Sylvan Lake 
As of 7/8/2020, staff at Sylvan Lake State Park noted that the lake was stocked with catchable trout in September, 
October, and November 2019, as well as in early May and June 2020. They also reported that the water levels have been 
close to normal throughout the summer. Only non-motorized boats or boats with electric trolling motors are allowed. 
Sylvan Lake 
 

Williams Fork Reservoir 
As of 7/6/2020, Randy, a guide with Fishing with Bernie, reports that “water capacity is 100%. Ramp hours are 6AM to 8PM 
daily. Surface temp is 61 warming to 64 on sunny calm days. The lake trout bite is fair to good depending on the day. Fish 
are scattered and moving deeper. Look for them in the water column around 70’ to 90’ deep. Anglers should consider using 
jigs, small tubes, or grubs tipped with sucker meat and be very patient. Frequent moves will keep you on biting fish. Bait 
anglers are catching a few Rainbows around the campgrounds with worms, PowerBait and salmon eggs. Cast small spinners 
to rising fish early and late in the day. Kokanee trolling is very slow due to low population but instead anglers are mostly 
catching small lake trout. Northern pike are fishing slow but you'll find them hanging in the shallow water in all the bays. 
They'll hit any lure that they don't have to work too hard to catch.” 
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports 
Williams Fork Reservoir 
 

https://lakejohnresort.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=392
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=394
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=393
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=83
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=37
https://lakejohnresort.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=446
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/SteamboatLake
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=412
https://www.fishingwithbernie.com/weekly-fishing-reports
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=436
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Vega Reservoir  
As of 7/1/2020, reports from Vega Reservoir indicate that fishing is good. Staff note that “PowerBait and worms have been 
successful in landing some nice rainbow and cutthroat trout in the 14”–18” range. The lake is open for boating and you may 
access it via the Island or Early Settlers boat ramps. Oak Point boat ramp remains closed. The ANS boat inspection station is 
open daily from 7am-8:30pm.” 
Vega Reservoir 

 
Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 

 
Animas River 
As of 7/16/2020, the Animas River is running low. At 320 CFS near Durango, the Animas is flowing below the 25 percentile 
for this time of year. Lower flows have contributed to spikes in water temperature, which recently spiked at 70 degrees on 
7/15/2020. Fishing in early mornings or evenings will give you the best opportunity to catch fish while reducing risk to fish.  
Animas River 

 
Crawford Reservoir  
As of 7/1/2020, there has been good fishing at Crawford Reservoir. Staff reported that there has been a lot of action with 
trout and bass. There have been reports that trout have begun rising and feeding from the surface. The reservoir is 
currently 13’ below capacity. Iron Creek boat ramp is open with inspectors on duty from 7am to 8pm. Boaters can stay on 
the lake beyond inspection hours and can now exit at any time, knowing that NO exit inspection will be done. You will be 
inspected the next time you come in. 
Crawford Reservoir  
 

Gunnison River 
As of 7/16/2020, the Gunnison River has consistently recorded below normal flows throughout the summer. As of 
7/16/2020, a USGS stream gage recorded 452 CFS near the town of Gunnison which is below the 25 percentile based on 
records from the past 93 water years. Lower flows can make water temperatures raise and put extra stress on fish. Fish can 
be especially vulnerable in times of high stress, fishing is best done in the mornings and evenings.  
Gunnison River 
 

Navajo Lake 
As of 7/10/2020, according to park staff at Navajo Lake State Park, “fishing is good. As water temperatures rise fishermen 
should fish deeper waters. Fishing for northern pike using large crank bait lures can be successful. Fishing bait in deeper 
water can get an angler into catfish. Smallmouth and largemouth bass fishing with crankbaits along structures will produce 
good fishing.” The boat ramp is currently open 7am-8pm, Su.–Th.; 7am-9pm, Fr.-Sa. The boat ramp gate closes and is 
locked when the ANS station closes for the day.  
Navajo Lake 

 
Ridgway Reservoir  
As of 7/8/2020, the staff at Ridgway State Park report that there have been “4,100 catchable rainbow trout stocked in 
Ridgway Reservoir. Fishing in the reservoir has been stable with trolling techniques or PowerBait, and worms from shore. 
Pa-Co-Chu-Puk fishing has been stable with small midges being the best producers, especially on larger fish. A San Juan 
worm can be productive after a rain and a change in water color. With high fishing pressure small fluorocarbon tippets and 
small midges are the way to go.” 
Ridgway Reservoir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=54
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=1432
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/crawford
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=678
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Navajo
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ridgway
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Conditions Report – Statewide  

 
Streams and rivers have been fishing well across the state of Colorado. Dry fly action has been good for fly anglers. 
Equipping oneself with PMDs, Elk Hair Caddis, Golden Stones, Green Drakes, and Yellow Sallies should prepare an angler for 
dry fly fishing on most rivers and streams across the state. River flows are on their way down in many rivers across the 
state. Anglers should check out current water flows before deciding where to fish. Go to United States Geologic Survey’s 
website to get the latest update on a river or stream near to you. While fishing conditions may be good in many areas, catch 
and release anglers should be mindful of when and where they fish amidst the sustained summer heat. The Animas and 
Gunnison River are two examples of rivers where warming waters are making fish already vulnerable before even fighting on 
the hook. To protect fish intended to be release back into the water, it is smart for anglers to get on the water in the 
mornings or evenings when conditions are more favorable to fish recovery after their release.  

 

Tip of the Week – Take a Hike 
 
I recently visited Rocky Mountain National Park. Taking 
off from the Bear Lake trailhead, I hiked along Nypmh 
Lake, Dream Lake and up to Lake Haiyaha. As I ate my 
lunch among the humongous boulders and peered into the 
clear alpine water, I was surprised to see some decently 
sized trout. I instantly thought that I’ve got to come back 
with my rod. Alpine lakes, like Lake Haiyaha, provide 
anglers an excellent opportunity to fish in pristine waters 
surrounded by dramatic geologic features. These waters 
also provide an opportunity to appreciate the infamous greenback cutthroat trout. The greenback cutthroat trout is the 
official Colorado State Fish but has had a complicated history, including a period of a stolen identity. 20th century 
conservationists have tried to bring small populations of the greenback back from the brink of extinction and have been 
able to return the greenback to many rivers and lakes that they once inhabited. Although some of these efforts may have 
been misguided, the use of genetic testing has given scientists the ability to identify the “weird” cutthroat trout of Bear 
Creek to be a genetic descendant of the true greenback cutthroat trout. Since 2014, conservationists have been 
reintroducing this rare species back into the wild. Reintroductions have occurred in bodies of water in Rocky Mountain 
National Park and other high alpine lakes, creeks, and streams in the mountains of Colorado. While catching this species is a 
privilege available to Colorado anglers, the greenback cutthroat trout comeback story is still in progress and it is extremely 
important to return any fish of this specie back to the water immediately. To celebrate the past, present, and future of this 
species, take a hike to an alpine lake this summer. For me, I am planning a trip back to RMNP to hike back to Lake Haiyaha 
for some alpine lake fishing. I am excited to spend the day amongst the high peaks and crystal clear water but I am most 
excited to fish for the greenback cutthroat trout.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Email us at dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us 
 
We would love to hear back from our subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, and requests of material you would like to 
start seeing more of. Any useful feedback helps us make our fishing reports a “go to” resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s 
waters. If you would like to report water and/or fishing conditions to be used in the next fishing report, feel free to submit 
a report to dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us.  
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
DNR Fish Reporter 
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